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1. Introduction 

1.1 This Code of Construction Practice (COCP) has been prepared for the enabling and 
construction works proposed by Ashfield Land Management Limited and Gazeley GLP 
Northampton s.à.r.l (the Applicant) at a site known as Rail Central, Northamptonshire 
(hereafter termed the Proposed Development).  
 

1.2 The Proposed Development is to comprise a Strategic Rail Freight Interchange (SRFI) 
including warehousing, an intermodal facility, express freight platform, lorry park and 
associated infrastructure.  Works to Junction 15a of the M1 (J15a) and other associated 
highway works (modifications to seven junctions on the highway network, implementation of 
an additional two safety schemes and development of a combined footpath/ cycleway – all 
termed “Minor Highway Works” herein) are also proposed. These works comprise two 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) under the Planning Act 2008, for the 
SRFI and works to J15a and therefore development consent will be granted by the Secretary 
of State in the form of a Development Consent Order (DCO). 

 
1.3 A site location plan (Order Limits) is presented within Appendix A. 

 

Purpose of the COCP 
 
1.4 In order to mitigate the impacts of the construction works of the Proposed Development on 

the amenity of local residents and the local environment, a range of “standard good 
practice” measures that are undertaken as a matter of course on projects of this nature are 
proposed throughout the Environmental Statement (ES).  Operation according to these 
measures is an integral part of the Proposed Development (“embedded mitigation” for the 
purpose of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)).   
 

1.5 The purpose of the COCP is to bring together these measures in order to secure them. All 
contractors involved in the delivery of the Proposed Development will be required to comply 
with the measures herein. 
 

1.6 This COCP defines the statutory control measures and overarching standards to be 

implemented throughout the construction of the Proposed Development.  Measures within 

the COCP comprise good practice, and are not reliant on any further surveys or particular 

knowledge of specific environmental receptors present at the Proposed Development site.  It 

also includes compliance with relevant regulations that would apply for any similar 

development with similar environmental effects. 

1.7 This COCP forms part of the application for the DCO consent.  If a DCO is granted, the COCP 

will be in final form (subject to any changed made during examination) and will not require 

any further approval by the Relevant Planning Authority (RPA).  Compliance with details in 

the COCP is enforceable by the RPA. It is intended that once finalised, this forms the basis for 

other management plans, that will be developed “in accordance with” the COCP. 

How the COCP is considered within the EIA 

1.8 Measures within the COCP are relied on as part of the Proposed Development (i.e. 

embedded mitigation) for the purposes of the EIA.  For the purposes of the EIA, embedded 



 

 

mitigation corresponds to “primary” and “tertiary” mitigation as outlined in IEMA’s EIA Guide 

to Shaping Quality Development (Ref 1).  Primary Mitigation refers to modifications to the 

location or design made during the pre-application phase, and Tertiary Mitigation to actions  

that will be undertaken to meet other existing legislative requirements, or actions that are 

considered to be standard practices used to manage commonly occurring environmental 

effects. This COCP is therefore tertiary mitigation in this context. 

Scope of the COCP 
 

1.9 The COCP has been produced to secure certain embedded mitigation relied on in the ES 
during the construction phase and to enable consultees, including the RPA, to clearly identify 
that mitigation.  
 

1.10 The contents of this COCP are as follows: 
 

• Background – including a description of the location and a summary of the 
Proposed Development 

• General Principles and Environmental Obligations 
‒ Legal and Regulatory Requirements including Permitting and Licensing 
‒ General Construction Principles  
‒ Health and Safety  
‒ Risk Management 
‒ Transport Management 
‒ Considerate Constructors Scheme 
‒ Community Liaison 

• Summary 

 
Purpose of the Outline CEMP and its consideration in EIA 

 
1.11 The COCP is supported by an Outline Construction and Operational Environmental 

Management Plan (Outline CEMP), which sets out the site-specific control measures during 
construction and operation.  It also covers roles and responsibilities for ensuring the 
measures set out in the Outline CEMP are followed.  The Outline CEMP is a separate 
document, also submitted with the DCO application that has been developed in accordance 
with the principles within the COCP.  It contains general site-specific construction measures, 
and also plans, method statements and processes (all termed “management plans” herein) 
that are required to avoid, reduce or offset identified significant environmental effects.   

 

1.12 Although the Outline CEMP primarily covers management during the construction phase (the 

COCP is entirely focussed on construction), operational management is also addressed where 

such factors can be relied upon in advance of operator input. 

1.13 The Outline CEMP contains overarching site-specific requirements, which are “embedded” 
mitigation, and also various templates for management plans. Each management plan has 
“embedded” aspects (“Part 1”) and “adaptive” aspects (“Part 2”). Part 1 includes measures 
that do not require further consultation, design or studies to clarify the processes to be 
followed and includes good practice that can be relied on to deliver the environmental 
protection required. Part 2 of each management plan includes measures which can only be 
determined following further detailed design. For example, there will be a requirement to 
provide management plans for works which are dependent on understanding the exact 



 

 

location of buildings, and their operational requirements, or can only be developed once 
further surveys have been carried out.  These require to be developed by the Principal 
Contractor for the construction phase. They must be complied with, and the measures are 
anticipated to be sufficient to mitigate the identified environmental effects intended.  
However, at this stage adaptive mitigation measures cannot be sufficiently “worked up” to 
form an integral part of the Proposed Development as embedded mitigation.  

 
1.14 The Outline CEMP is a changeable document, responding to changes in practice throughout 

the Proposed Development.  It will primarily be Part 2 of each management plan that will be 
altered, though there is the potential to alter the initial parts or Part 1 of each management 
plan if required and agreed, so long as they are altered in accordance with the principles 
within the COCP and approved by the RPA. Such changes would only be to reflect changes in 
relevant good practice or regulations. Any such changes would be subject to ensuring that 
there are not materially different or new environmental effects that would result, as 
provided for in the DCO drafting. The modifications to each management plan will provide a 
“Detailed Management Plan”, and these will form an overall document termed the “Detailed 
CEMP”.  This will be developed in accordance with the principles of the Outline CEMP as well 
as the COCP.   
 

1.15 The Applicant will produce a Detailed CEMP prior to development of each “phase” of the 

Proposed Development.  A “phase” could comprise one or more full or partial Zones on the 

Main SRFI Site (and any other infrastructure necessary such as utilities connections and 

landscaping), works on J15a or any Minor Highway Works.    The order of the phases will be 

determined by operator demand (with the exception of works that require to be developed 

prior to first operation, as outlined in Chapter 5: The Proposed Development of the ES), and 

will be agreed with the RPA through a Written Phasing Scheme. 

1.16 Detailed CEMPs will be prepared by the Principal Contractor and will be agreed with the RPA 

before being brought into use.  The requirement for Detailed CEMPs will be within the DCO, 

and they must be prepared in accordance with the Outline CEMP. 

Limitations 
 

1.17 This COCP has been prepared based on available information obtained during the design of 
the Proposed Development.  Although every reasonable effort has been made to gather all 
relevant information, all potential environmental constraints or liabilities associated with the 
site may not have been revealed. 
 

1.18 The report has been prepared for the exclusive benefit of the Applicant and those parties 
designated by them for the purpose of providing information on the environmental 
management of works to be undertaken during the enablement and construction phase of 
the development.  The report contents should only be used in that context.   

 
1.19 Order Limits depicted on plans do not imply legal ownership of land.   



 

 

2. Background 

Site Location 
 

2.1 A map of the location of the Proposed Development is presented in Appendix A. The DCO 
application covers the Main SRFI Site (approximately 294 ha in total) and highway works on 
the surrounding road network, including J15a and the Minor Highway Works. 
 

2.2 The Main SRFI Site is located at NGR 473080, 254830, between the villages of Blisworth in 
the south and Milton Malsor in the north.  The site is bounded to the west by the A43, the 
West Coast Main Line (WCML) to the south and the Northampton Loop Line (NLL) to the 
east.  There are farms, a derelict filling station, two former sand pits, a horticultural nursery 
and a private dwelling (Rathvilly Farm) present on site.   

 
2.3 The proposed highway works currently comprise existing roadways, and work is largely in 

existing highway land (with minor extension onto verges) with the exception of the Tove and 
Abthorpe roundabouts where there will be some requirement to extend into adjacent 
agricultural land. The works will be undertaken on the following junctions: 

 
• J15a; 
• A5076/ A5123/ Upton Way Roundabout (Junction 41 );  
• A5076/ Hunsbury Hill Avenue/ Hunsbarrow Road/ Hunsbury Hill Road  (Junction 

6); 
• Towcester Road/ A5076/ Tesco Access (Junction 7); 
• Tove Roundabout - A43/ Towcester Road/ A5  (Junction 14) ; 
• Abthorpe Roundabout - Abthorpe Road/ A43/ Brackley Road (Junction 15); 
• A5076/ Telford Way/ Walter Trull Way/ Duston Mill Lane (Junction 19);  
• A5076/ High Street/ Duston Mill (Junction 20);  
• A43/ St John’s Road Safety Scheme  (Junction 29);  
• A43 Northampton Road Safety Scheme (Junction 31); 

• Pedestrian/Cycle Way along Northampton Road and between Barn Lane to the 
junction with Collingtree Road (widening of existing footpaths, provision of new 
footpath and dropped kerbs, and realignment of the carriageway).  

Description of the Proposed Development 
 

2.4 The Proposed Development is described in the ES in Chapter 5: The Proposed Development. 
In summary works comprise the following three aspects: 
 

 the  'Main SRFI Site' (NSIP 1) and Associated Development including: 
 

‒ Construction of new railway track and infrastructure from the WCML into 
the intermodal terminal; 

                                                 
1 These junction numbers refer to modelling undertaken as outlined in the Transport Assessment.  As described therein they are not 

sequential, as other junctions (1,2,3 etc.) were assessed as not requiring works to be undertaken as part of the Proposed Development.  

Retention of the numbering system has allowed a consistent consideration of current works against historically proposed works (referred to 

in earlier consultation documentation, for example).  



 

 

‒ Development of an intermodal freight terminal (Zone 6a) with direct 
connections to the NLL capable of accommodating trains of up to 775m 
long; 

‒ Development of an express freight platform and terminal (Zone 7) with 
direct rail connections to the WCML and a freight platform with associated 
loading and unloading facilities;  

‒  Development of a train maintenance depot (Zone 6); 
‒ Development of up to 702,097 sq. m (Gross External Area) of rail connected 

and rail served warehousing and ancillary service buildings including 
terminal control building and bus terminal(Zone 1-5);  

‒ Associated development within the Main SRFI Site, including lorry park, 
driver welfare, occupational health facility, parking, noise barriers, bus 
interchange, internal haul roads and estate roads, pedestrian/ cycle paths 
and landscaping and habitat creation; 

‒ Development of A43 access (grade separated junction);  
‒ Development of the internal site underpass under Northampton Road; 
‒ Development of site drainage and attenuation basins;  
‒ Development of emergency and pedestrian/ cycle/ bus accesses from 

Northampton Road, and enhanced bus stop facilities on Northampton Road; 
‒ Realignment of Milton Malsor Brook; and 
‒ Diversion of existing utilities including oil pipeline and creation of new 

connections, including an electricity substation and provision of charging 
points. 
 

• 'J15a' (NSIP 2) and Associated Development including: 
 

‒ Predevelopment works to facilitate carriageway widening and 
reconfiguration including development of a temporary construction 
compound and necessary groundworks; 

‒ Widening and signalisation of the existing northern roundabout and 
approaches; 

‒ Reconfiguration of existing southern roundabout to provide signalised T-
Junction; 

‒ Modifications to A43 including provision of two lane free flow slip on A43 
southbound; and widening of the A43 northbound on the approach to the 
southern junction; 

‒ Provision of new link road between southern junction to M1 northbound on 
and off slips;  

‒ Widening of other approaches (A5123 approach and the M1 southbound 
off-slip approach); 

‒ Construction of a new bridge over the Grand Union Canal to the south of 
the M1 and linking it to the A43 including construction of a new signalised 
junction; and 

‒ Associated development within the J15a works, including diversion and 
creation of footpaths, landscaping and habitat creation, necessary provision 
of retaining walls, surface water management, provision of surface 
treatments, signals, signs and carriageway markings and provision of 
pavements, cycleways and crossing facilities, provision of motorway 
communications and control equipment and necessary utilities works 
including street lighting. 
 



 

 

• Minor Highway Works (comprising Associated Development only) including: 
 

‒ Widening and reconfiguration of roadways (provision of new lanes) at 
junctions 4, 6,  7, 14, 15, 19, and 20; 

‒ Reconfiguration of road markings at junctions 4, 6, 7, 14, 15, 19, 20, and 31; 
‒ Amendment of signalisation/ signage at junctions 6, 7, 14, 15, 29, and 31; 
‒ Resurfacing at junction 29; 
‒ Provision of cycleway and pedestrian improvement works including 

widening of the existing footway along Towcester Road to accommodate a 
footway/cycleway, realignment of carriageway of Towcester Road, provision 
of footway and 2 dropped-kerb crossings near Towcester Road/Rectory Lane 
junction and extension of the footway on Barn Lane to Collingtree Road; and 

‒ Miscellaneous construction works including material removal and disposal, 
environmental investigations and surveys, utilities works and isolations 
including necessary lighting, creation of necessary retaining walls, ramps, 
hardstanding areas and temporary signalling and signage installation. 

 
2.5 All work will be undertaken in accordance with necessary regulations as outlined in Section 

3: General Principles and Environmental Obligations. 
 

2.6 For the earthworks, at this preliminary stage, main earthworks plant is considered to include 
excavators (envisaged to be 13t and 21t), bulldozers, mobile crusher, compaction rollers and 
dumpers, with third party lorries arriving and departing. 
 

2.7 It should be noted that the order of works is not determined (other than as outlined in 
Chapter 5: The Proposed Development of the ES and as secured in the DCO).  
Commencement of some works will be subject to agreement with the Highways Authority, 
Statutory Undertaker or Network Rail. 
 

2.8 The programme for the construction works is to be confirmed once the Principal Contractor 
is appointed; however works are anticipated to take approximately 10 years (2019-2029, 
with first operation in 2021). Phasing of works in accordance with a Written Phasing Scheme, 
developed in accordance with Chapter 5: The Proposed Development in the ES will be a 
requirement in the DCO. 



 

 

3. General Principles and Environmental Obligations  

3.1 This section sets out the general principles and environmental obligations that are relevant 
to construction elements of the project that must be adhered to throughout the construction 
works. These include: 
 

 Legal and Regulatory Requirements including Permitting and Licensing  

 General Construction Principles  

 Health and Safety  

 Risk Management 

 Considerate Constructors Scheme 

 Community Liaison 

Legal and Regulatory Requirements, including Permitting and Licensing  
 

3.2 It is important that all persons involved with the Proposed Development adhere to the 
requirements of:  
 

• Appropriate legal and regulatory requirements;  
• Any consents, permits and licences; and  
• Any technical reports provided in support of future consents and decisions.   

 
3.3 All works will be undertaken in accordance with all relevant environmental legislation, 

agreements, authorisations, commitments and best construction practice to minimise the 
impact, so far as reasonably practicable, to the neighbours and the environment.   
 

3.4 A summary of the key relevant environmental legislation and regulations and necessary 
consents, permits and licences for the Proposed Development are listed in Table 3.1 below.  
Updates to the relevant legislation (including any new relevant legislation) and additional 
consents that may also be required will be included in the Detailed CEMPs. 

 



 

 

 

Table 3.1: Legislation, and necessary Consents, Permits and Licences 

Legislation Relevance 
Consent / Permit Statutory 

Authority  
Requirements 

Building Regulations 
2010 

To ensure that all buildings on site are correctly 
and safely constructed. 

Building Regulation 
approval (if 
necessary) 

Local Authorities If buildings on site for construction 
are manned they will require this. This 
would be sought by the contractor. 

Building Act 1984 Requires that any demolition is informed to the 
Local Authority, and either consent is granted or 
the relevant period has elapsed. 

Section 80 Notice of 
Demolition 

Local Authorities Notice of intended demolition must 
be given to the Local Authority, the 
public gas and electricity supplier and 
the occupier of any adjacent building 
not less than 6 weeks before works 
starts 

Controlled Waste 
(Registration of 
Carriers and Seizure 
of Vehicles) 
Regulations, 1991  

To ensure waste transported from the site is 
correctly managed, and licensed waste 
contractors and carriers are used. Establishes a 
registration system for carriers of controlled 
waste and provides for the seizure of vehicles 
used in waste offences.  

Controlled Waste 
Carrier Registration 

Environment 
Agency 

Any carriers of controlled waste must 
be appropriately registered.  Principal 
contractor to ensure relevant 
documentation is in place. 

Conservation of 
Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 

Provide for the protection of European Sites 
through  designation, and Protected Species, so 
harm or disturbance is forbidden without a 
licence. Competent authorities must have regard 
to this. It is an offence to deliberately kill, 
capture or disturb European protected species, 
and to damage or destroy their breeding sites or 
resting places.  

European Protected 
Species Licence (EPS) 

Natural England EPS Licences can be obtained to allow 
persons to carry out activities that 
would otherwise be prohibited, 
without committing an offence. 

Subject to pre-construction survey 
prior to application for licence. When 
the design of the SRFI is being 
finalised, discussions of the final 
Project details will be undertaken 
with Natural England.  If necessary, 
clarification will be sought on the 



 

 

requirement for an EPS Licence and, if 
required, an application for a Licence 
will be made 

Construction (Design 
and Management) 
Regulations 2015 

To ensure construction works are planned to 
manage risks, in relation to workers, activities, 
risk management, communication, consultation 
and engagement. There is a requirement to 
notify HSE in advance of works. 

 

Notification of 
Construction Project 
(F10) 

Health and Safety 
Executive (HSE) 

Particulars of the Project to be 
notified to the Health and Safety 
Executive in advance of construction.  
This would be sought by the 
appointed contractor. 

Control of Asbestos 
Regulations 2012 

The Regulations aim to minimise asbestos 
exposure to workers and the public arising from 
work on buildings that contain asbestos. Training 
is required for any work with asbestos. 

Notification or 
licensing of 
demolition work as 
required 

HSE Every non-domestic property must 
have an Asbestos Management Plan 
that details how the person 
responsible for the maintenance of a 
building will proceed to ensure that 
persons are not exposed to asbestos. 
The Regulations state that whilst work 
with asbestos is a licensed activity, 
certain low risk work can be 
undertaken without a licence, 
although some of that work still 
requires a notification to be made. 

Control of Major 
Accident Hazards 
Regulations 2015  

COMAH applies to some storage activities, and 
industries where the threshold quantities of 
dangerous substances identified in the 
Regulations are kept or used. Organisations 
subject to COMAH are those which manufacture 
or store dangerous chemicals (including 
petrochemicals, pharmaceuticals and 
agrochemicals) and explosives in excess of 
threshold quantities specified in the Regulations. 

COMAH notification 
(if required) 

COMAH 
Competent 
Authority (HSE & 
EA) 

Unlikely to be applicable during 
construction or operation (and would 
be addressed by the relevant 
operator) but would be considered 
and complied with if applicable. 

Environmental Imposes a requirement to avoid environmental n/a Natural England/ No required permits and consents 



 

 

Damage (Prevention 
and Remediation) 
Regulations, 2015  

damage to protected species or natural habitat, 
or a site of special scientific interest; surface 
water or groundwater; marine waters; or land.  

Environment 
Agency/ Local 
Authority 

needed under these regulations, but 
environmental damage can be 
avoided through having relevant 
environmental permits and licences 
to disprove “negligence” or intent.   

Environmental 
Permitting (England 
and Wales) 
Regulations, 2016 

Environmental permits will be required for waste 
management activities (permit for waste 
recycling contractor and production of Waste 
Transfer Notes) and also for waste generated 
that is potentially contaminated.  Also, water 
discharge will require an Environmental Permit. 

Local Authority Pollution Prevention and Control 
(Part B of Schedule 1 of the EPR for mobile plant 
(generators etc.) or management of fuel may 
also apply. 

Environmental 
Permitting for 
construction works 
regarding water 
discharge or waste 
operations 
/remediation works /  
registration of exempt 
waste operations and 
water discharges (as 
necessary)   

Environment 
Agency 

To be agreed by the Environment 
Agency. The EPR 2016 require most 
waste management activities and 
discharges to surface or groundwater 
to have a permit.  However, there are 
some exceptions to this, being 
activities that do not need a permit 
but the exemptions generally require 
to be registered with the Environment 
Agency. 

Environmental 
Protection (Controls 
on Injurious 
Substances) 
Regulations, 1992 
(As Amended)  

Restrictions are placed on the use of certain 
chemicals.  These will be complied with. 

n/a DEFRA No particular permit required. A 
COSHH Assessment will need to be 
completed for all known injurious 
substances to be used on site.   

Environmental 
Protection (Duty of 
Care) Regulations, 
1991 (As Amended)  

There is a requirement to ensure compliance 
with Duty of Care requirements by ensuring all 
waste is managed appropriately and transferred 
only to appropriately licensed contractors or 
facilities. 

n/a Environment 
Agency 

Waste Transfer Notes required for 
passing on waste, and documentation 
required to be in place regarding 
waste storage and carriers, but no 
permit required. 

Environmental 
Protection Act, 1990  

Framework for Duty of Care for waste, 
contaminated land and statutory nuisance 
(including noise) 

n/a Environment 
Agency/ Local 
Authority 

Measures required to be in place to 
prevent nuisance but no permit 
required. 



 

 

Hazardous Waste 
(England) 
Regulations, 2002 
(Amended 2005)/ 
Hazardous Waste 
(Miscellaneous 
Amendments) 
Regulations 2015  

In the event of hazardous waste being produced, 
these Regulations will apply.  Qualifying limit for 
notification changed from 200kg to 500kg a year 
of hazardous waste.   

n/a Environment 
Agency 

Waste Transfer Notes required for 
passing on waste, and documentation 
required to be in place regarding 
waste storage and carriers, but no 
permit required. Recording of the 
European Waste Classification (EWC) 
Codes needed for all waste produced 
and transported. 

Health and Safety at 
Work Act, 1974  

Defines the structure for the regulation and 
enforcement of workplace health, safety and 
welfare within the UK.  It places duties on 
employers, employees, contractors, suppliers, 
persons in control of work premises, and those 
who manage and maintain them, and persons in 
general. Specific provisions are provided in 
subsequent regulations (e.g. Control of 
Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 
2002 (COSHH), the Management of Health and 
Safety at Work Regulations 1999, the Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) at Work Regulations 
1992 and the Health and Safety (First-Aid) 
Regulations 1981).  

n/a HSE Measures within these Regulations 
will be adhered to to protect health 
and safety.   For example, a COSHH 
assessment must be produced for all 
hazardous substances on site and PPE 
must be worn. 

Land Drainage Act, 
1991 (amended 
1994) 

Sets the requirement for land drainage consent 
through the Internal Drainage Board, and a 
requirement to prevent watercourses becoming 
blocked or obstructed.  

Land Drainage 
Consent (Section 23) 

Internal drainage 
board (IDB or, if 
no IDB is in place, 
the lead local 
flood authority 
for the area 

Land Drainage Consent will be 
required if any obstructions to the 
flow of water in an ordinary 
watercourse (i.e. not a main river) are 
proposed. 

Landfill (England and 
Wales) Regulations, 
2002 (Amended 

These regulations apply all site waste sent to 
landfill, requiring the sampling and testing and 
classification of waste, to ensure prohibited 

n/a Environment 
Agency 

Landfill sites must be appropriately 
regulated and registered, and 
documentation must ensure that this 



 

 

2005)  wastes are not landfilled. is confirmed (by the principal 
contractor) but no specific permits 
will be required for the Proposed 
Development. 

Landfill Tax 
Regulations, 1996 
(Amended 2009)  

Recording and classification of waste required 
for any waste sent to landfill.   

n/a Environment 
Agency 

Records are necessary for the 
purpose of the Tax, but no specific 
consents necessary. 

Planning Act, 2008  

The primary legislation which established the 
legal framework for applying for, examining and 
determining applications for Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects; taking into 
account the National Policy Statements. 

n/a Secretary of 
State/ Relevant 
Planning 
Authority 

Discharge of appropriate DCO 
requirements and creating the 
parameters ensuring adherence to 
the provisions contained within the 
Order. No specific permit required 
other than DCO. 

Prevention of 
Pollution (Oil 
Storage) (England 
and Wales) 
Regulations 2001 
(Oil Storage 
Regulations for 
Businesses (Ref 3)) 

Aim to prevent pollution of the water 
environment from toxic substances including oil.  
The Regulations set minimum design standards 
for all new and existing above ground oil storage 
facilities. 

 

n/a DEFRA/ 
Environment 
Agency 

Requirement for bunding/ secondary 
containment on all tanks to ensure 
that any leaking or spilt oil cannot 
enter controlled waters. 

Protection of 
Badgers Act, 1992  

Any work that could harm badgers or their setts 
will require a licence. Badgers and their setts are 
protected under the Protection of Badgers Act 
1992, which makes it illegal to kill, injure or take 
badgers or to interfere with a badger sett.  

Licence for work 
affecting badgers 
(Section 10) 

Natural England A pre-construction walkover survey 
will allow any newly excavated setts to 
be identified. 

Licences allowing works to proceed 
close to active badger setts, as works 
that would cause disturbance as 
defined by Natural England, will be 
acquired where necessary. 

Road Traffic Act Controls vehicles on road, requiring certain Temporary Road Highways The Applicant has the power under 



 

 

1988 classes to be controlled in different ways (for 
example, abnormal loads) 

Traffic Orders  Authority the DCO to temporarily stop up, alter 
or divert any street within the Order 
limits.  However Temporary Road 
Traffic Orders can be sought where 
construction requires closure of any 
public highway, which includes those 
outside the Order limits. These would 
be discussed with the highways 
authority after the DCO is granted and 
before works commence.   

Road Vehicles 
(Authorisation of 
Special Types) 
(General) Order 
2003 

The dimensions and weights of vehicles used on 
British roads are regulated by the Road Vehicles 
(Construction & Use) Regulations 1986 (C&U) 
Regs and the Road Vehicles (Authorised Weight) 
Regulations 1998 (AW) Regs. 

Special types vehicles are those which don’t 
meet the C&U and AW Regs but can be used 
outside these rules under the authority of the 
Road Vehicles (Authorisation of Special Types) 
(General) Order 2003 (STGO). 

Vehicles which don’t comply with an STGO order 
can be used on the road if Special Orders have 
been issued by Highways England or the Vehicle 
Certification Agency. 

Permit for transport 
of abnormal loads (if 
necessary) 

Department for 
Transport, 
Highways 
Agency, Local 
Highways 
Authority or the 
police and bridge 
owners (if any) as 
appropriate 

An abnormal load can be moved 
without the need for any permit or 
authorisation (with few exceptions) 
assuming the haulier complies with the 
requirements of notification 
procedures. 

The New Roads and 
Street Works Act 
(NRSWA) 1991/ 
Traffic Management 
Act 2004 

Provides a legislative framework for any utility 
works. Under this framework the utility 
companies will have to: agree the timing of the 
works with the local authority; agree the location 
of any apparatus or equipment with the local 
authority and cooperate in coordinating their 
works with the local authority and other utility 
providers. TMA 2004 controls works on roads so 

Permit to undertake 
Street Works/ Notice 
of Street Works 

Highway 
Authority 

Permit required from Highway 
Authority to undertake works outside 
Order Limits. Permit schemes under 
the Traffic Management Act 2004 
provide that the Applicant would 
need to book time on the highway 
through a permit. 



 

 

a licence from the Highways Authority would be 
required. 

Traffic Signs 
Regulations and 
General Directions 
(TSRGD) 2016  

Prescribes the designs and conditions of use for 
traffic signs to be lawfully placed on or near 
roads  

n/a Secretary of 
State for 
Transport 

Appropriate signage for lorries 
delivering to site will be required.   

Waste Electrical and 
Electronic 
Equipment (WEEE) 
Regulations, 2006  

Aims to minimise the impact of electrical and 
electronic goods on the environment, by 
increasing re-use and recycling and reducing the 
amount of WEEE going to landfill. It seeks to 
achieve this by making producers responsible for 
financing the collection, treatment, and recovery 
of waste electrical equipment, and by obliging 
distributors to allow consumers to return their 
waste equipment free of charge. 

n/a Environment 
Agency 

For any electrical or electronic waste.  
When purchasing new EEE (i.e. 
computers), retain producing 
registration number for future 
replacement or disposal.  No specific 
permit required. 

Waste (England and 
Wales) Regulations, 
2011  

Require businesses to confirm that they have 
applied the waste management hierarchy when 
transferring waste and include a declaration to 
this effect on their waste transfer note or 
consignment note. 

n/a Environment 
Agency 

Requirement for Waste Transfer 
Notes including declaration that 
waste hierarchy has been applied.  
Classification of the 2007 Standard 
Industrial Classification (SIC) code of 
the person transferring the waste.   

Water Industry 
Act,1991 (Amended 
2009)  

This defines the responsibility of the 
Environment Agency to prevent pollution of 
watercourses, and requires licences to abstract 
or impound water.  

Section 119 Consent to discharge trade effluent 
into public sewer is required.   

Discharge to sewer 
(usually foul) if 
Contractor needs for 
works / Trade effluent 
discharge consent 
(S119 consent) 

Water Utility 
Company 
(Anglian Water/ 
United Utilities) 

For Contractor to apply for. A consent 
to discharge  may be required from 
the sewerage undertaker if required 
by the contractor  or to discharge 
effluent to the local sewerage 
network. 

Water Abstraction 
Licence (if required) 

Environment 
Agency 

A Water Abstraction Licence may be 
required if required by the contractor 
the abstraction of water for the 



 

 

construction works. 

Wildlife and 
Countryside Act, 
1981 (as amended)  

Provisions in this Act will be followed to ensure 
protection of protected species of birds and 
animals. 

Animals, nests and eggs cannot be disturbed or 
destroyed unless a licence is issued.   

Provisions for control of invasive species are 
made 

Consent for retention 
and handling of 
excavated material 
containing signal 
crayfish  

Environment 
Agency 

Approval required from Environment 
Agency (though no licence) 

Fish rescue and 
translocation 
authorisation 

Environment 
Agency 

Approval required from Environment 
Agency (although no licence) 

 
 



 

 

General Construction Principles 
 

3.5 The following principles will be followed through the construction process: 
 

• The working hours set within the DCO will be adhered to.  These are between 
07:00 and 19:30 hours on weekdays and 08:00 and 13:00 hours on Saturdays, 
excluding public holidays (except pre-planned construction works to highway or 
rail infrastructure requiring possessions where first notified to the relevant 
planning authority and local residents; archaeological investigations, landscaping 
works and any non-intrusive internal fit-out works but must include start up and 
shut down and deliveries; emergency works; and works which do not cause 
noise that is audible at the boundary of the Order Limits). 

 
• All appropriate safety signage will be displayed at the site entrance.  Pedestrian 

areas will be clearly defined. The site construction compounds will be fenced for 
safety. 
 

• Wheelwashes will be installed to avoid tracking of soil onto the public highway. 
All vehicles shall be sheeted or enclosed while within the site boundary to avoid 
blown material. 

 
• Until the construction of any permanent facilities, toilet facilities shall be a 

sealed chemical system and will be emptied on a routine basis throughout the 
works. 

 
• Electricity during construction will be provided by generators until a mains 

connection is achieved.  The generators shall be silenced and shall be within a 
waterproof enclosure. 

 
• Appropriate firefighting equipment will be located around the compound to deal 

with any small localised fires.  Muster points and evacuation routes will be 
clearly signed around the construction compound and around the site as 
necessary.   

 
• Following completion of construction, any construction compounds will be 

dismantled and the areas reinstated.  All temporary accommodation, fencing 
and barriers will be removed.  The area will then be reinstated as appropriate to 
the location. 

 
• The Applicant will create a communication protocol so as to ensure all 

contractors are aware of principles in the COCP and management plans in the 
Detailed CEMP. All site workers must attend an induction setting out these 
principles and will be required to sign a statement that they have understood 
and will abide by the content of the COCP and Detailed CEMP. 

 
• A record of competence and training will be maintained by the Principal 

Contractor throughout the project.  

 
 



 

 

Health and Safety 
 

3.6 Principles embedded in the Proposed Development to prevent harm to human health and 
safety (i.e. site workers) include: 
 

• Provision of welfare facilities for staff including a water supply, shelter (to 
reduce the risk of overheating) mess and catering facilities, toilets and showers 
and parking. These facilities protect the health and wellbeing of employees; 

• Use of Personal Protective Equipment as outlined in Risk Assessments 
undertaken for construction activities (as outlined in Principal Contractor’s 
method statements in accordance with Health & Safety at Work Act (and 
Personal Protective Equipment at Work Regulations 1992 (as amended)) and 
HSE guidance). 

 
3.7 Effects on health could also arise as a result of air quality or noise and vibration changes, 

transportation associated with the Proposed Development (i.e. from severance, pedestrian 
fear, and risk of accident and injury) and socio-economic effects. Measures to control these 
are addressed within the Outline CEMP. 

Risk Management 

 
3.8 The Principal Contractor will ensure emergency procedures are held on the site, and all staff 

are aware of them. These procedures will include provisions to ensure sensitive receptors 
including residents, controlled waters and ecological receptors are protected in an 
emergency event. Key sensitive receptors include:  
 

• members of the public and local communities;   
• the natural environment, including ecosystems, land and soil quality, air quality, 

surface and groundwater resources and landscape; and  

• the historic environment, including archaeology and built heritage.   
 

3.9 Principles used in construction to control risk  include: 
 

• All operators will be required to maintain statutory compliance within the 
Proposed Development with controls specific to the materials they are 
responsible for; 

• Flood risk is minimised through compliance with Environment Agency 
requirements to minimise flood risk (including Environmental Permitting); 

• Should hazardous substances or those that require regulation under COMAH 
(Control of Major Accident Hazards Regulations 2015) be stored on site, the 
appropriate permits, approvals and operating practices would have to be 
implemented by the relevant operator; 

• Appropriate easements will be maintained for utilities and all works will be 
carried out by statutory undertakers or their approved contractors in possession 
of relevant training and permits (e.g. Notice of Street Works to Highways 
Authority); 

• Utility connection/disconnection works to be conducted at periods of low 
service network usage (i.e. at night) to reduce the likelihood of network outages; 

• New services and connections will be routed underground; and 
• Temporary connections will be developed according to the statutory undertaker 

requirements and protocols. 



 

 

Transport Management 
3.10 General construction measures to control construction traffic include: 

 
• No parking of vehicles, other than emergency vehicles, on the approach roads to 

the site; 
• An adequate turning area will be provided at all times to ensure that no vehicles 

reverse out of the site entrance; 
• Deliveries to the site, and removal of  plant, equipment and waste vehicles will 

only take place during identified construction hours, except where specifically 
agreed with the RPA; 

• Separate and dedicated pedestrian access routes and walkways will be provided 
around the site in order to provide safe access for site operatives and others 
around the site; 

• Banksmen will be used to coordinate movements into, around and off the 
construction site as necessary; 

• External roadways will be signed with the permission of the relevant highway 
authority to assist construction traffic in finding the site and not blocking the 
main roads. All signage within and outside the Order Limits will be clear and in 
accordance with Regulations and good practice; 

• Access will be retained for emergency services at all times; 
• Vehicles will be subject to a site set speed limit, commensurate with the site 

conditions. A maximum-speed-limit of 15 mph on surfaced and 10 mph on un-
surfaced haul roads and work areas will be imposed; 

• Separate and dedicated pedestrian access routes and walkways will be provided 
around the site in order to provide safe access for site operatives and others 
around the site. All traffic and pedestrian routes will be clearly separated from 
each other by designated walkways and suitable barriers; 

• Road crossing points will be clearly identified and construction traffic made 
aware; 

• Measures will be in place to ensure no damage is caused by construction traffic 
to the road network within or outside the Order Limits.  For example, minimising 
the risk of any mud or debris being deposited on the Public Highway, making 
provision for road cleaning and ensuring vehicles do not damage kerbs, verges 
and highway drainage (through maintaining a photographic record of the 
highway); and 

• All traffic on site will be checked for cleanliness prior to leaving the site and if 
required, will pass through the wheel cleaning facility before entering the public 
roads.  

Considerate Constructors Scheme 
 

3.11 The appointed Principal Contractor will be required to register with the Considerate 
Constructors Scheme2: a voluntary code of practice which seeks to encourage contractors to: 
 

• Reduce  the negative impact on anyone affected by their work; 
• Be a considerate employer, providing appropriate facilities for employees and 

contractors; 

                                                 
2
 https://www.ccscheme.org.uk 



 

 

• Reduce negative effects on the environment by working in an environmentally 
conscious and sustainable manner; and 

• Providing a mechanism for the public to communicate with construction teams, 
including contact details. 

 
3.12 The Considerate Constructors Scheme Code of Construction Practice (Ref 2) will be followed, 

with contractors obliged to meet the basic expectations the Scheme.  Each section of the 
Code contains an aspirational supporting statement and four bullet points which represent 
the basic expectations of registration with the Scheme. 

 
• Care about Appearance  

‒ Constructors should ensure sites appear professional and well managed: 
‒ Ensuring that the external appearance of sites enhances the image of the 

industry. 
‒ Being organised, clean and tidy. 
‒ Enhancing the appearance of facilities, stored materials, vehicles and plant. 
‒ Raising the image of the workforce by their appearance. 

• Respect the Community  
‒ Constructors should give utmost consideration to their impact on neighbours 

and the public: 
‒ Informing, respecting and showing courtesy to those affected by the work. 
‒ Minimising the impact of deliveries, parking and work on the public 

highway. 
‒ Contributing to and supporting the local community and economy. 
‒ Working to create a positive and enduring impression, and promoting the 

Code. 
• Protect the Environment  

‒ Constructors should protect and enhance the environment: 
‒ Identifying, managing and promoting environmental issues. 
‒ Seeking sustainable solutions, and minimising waste, the carbon footprint 

and resources. 
‒ Minimising the impact of vibration, and air, light and noise pollution. 
‒ Protecting the ecology, the landscape, wildlife, vegetation and water 

courses. 
• Secure everyone’s Safety  

‒ Constructors should attain the highest levels of safety performance: 
‒ Having systems that care for the safety of the public, visitors and the 

workforce. 
‒ Minimising security risks to neighbours. 
‒ Having initiatives for continuous safety improvement. 
‒ Embedding attitudes and behaviours that enhance safety performance. 

• Value their Workforce  
‒ Constructors should provide a supportive and caring working environment: 
‒ Providing a workplace where everyone is respected, treated fairly, 

encouraged and supported. 
‒ Identifying personal development needs and promoting training. 
‒ Caring for the health and wellbeing of the workforce. 
‒ Providing and maintaining high standards of welfare. 

 
3.13 These principles will inform the operations of the Principal Contractor’s management of the 

Proposed Development. 



 

 

 
 
Community Liaison 
 

3.14 A programme of community liaison will be put in place throughout the construction period.  
This will include: 
 

• a community liaison group including the Applicant, members from local 
communities, the RPA and other local authorities and other interested 
stakeholders including Highways England, and Parish Councils; 

• regular notifications to local people by newsletters, media briefings, public 
meetings etc. to inform of construction progress; 

• a point of contact provided to the local community; and   
• a process for managing community concerns, with a process for recording any 

issues raised, their investigation and what has been done to remedy them.  
These solutions will be fed back to the person raising the issue. 

 
 



 

 

4. Summary 

4.1 This COCP brings together and summarises standard “good practice measures” assumed 
throughout the ES as forming part of the Proposed Development (i.e. embedded mitigation 
(tertiary mitigation)) and which must be adhered to during the construction of the Proposed 
Development.  
 

4.2 These measures are sufficiently well-used in construction projects that an exceedingly high 
level of confidence can be placed on their success, and there is no requirement for the 
measures, in themselves, to be further informed by surveys, further design or consultation 
with stakeholders. 

 
4.3 By securing this mitigation through specific requirements within the DCO, supported by more 

site-specific details in the Outline CEMP, to be developed into Detailed CEMPs for each 
phase, it is considered that the impacts of the construction phase will be controlled 
sufficiently to ensure the construction will be carried out in a responsible and safe manner. 
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